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By REX REED 


The best. film at the recent Cannes 
Westival was a documentary about the 
Vietaam war called .“Hearts and 
Minds.” It was a brutal, mind-blowing 
experience that shattered every Ameéri- 
ean who saw it, yet the tragedy is that 
Americans at home might never get the 
chance to see it. There are injustices 
every day that fill the newspapers. 
There 
make anyone heavy-hearted with sad- 
ness. But the problems that: face a 
magnificent film like “Hearts and 
Minds” are too much to bear. 


“Hearts and Minds” was financed by - 


Columbia Pictures and produced by Bert 
Scaneider, a parmmec in BBS Produc- 
tieas, the company that created “Dasy 
Inider,” “The Last Picture Show’ and 
“ive Wasy Pieces.” BBS is a company 
dadicatad to motion pictures concerned 
with quality of American Ife. 
“tearts and Minds,” which might well 
be this company’s pest aud most coura- 
geous film to date, was directed by the 
talented, 37-year-old documentary film- 
_ Pater Davis, whose CBS-TV spe- 
“the Selling of the Pentagaa”’ Hes 
nba of prizes and even led ¢ 

raforms in some Pentagon public rela- 
tions practices. Now a series cf compli- 
cated proolems .are plaguing the film 
that raight make it impossiole to obtain 
a release in the United States. While I 
was in Cannes, I met with Davis and he 
explained what happened. 
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Colun nbia financed it,’? he said, “but 
Pie iil not have anything to do with 
its appearance in Cannes and now thes 
reluctant to show tf in America. 
are several reasons. Columbia is 
orate structure in a great-deal of 

rnclat debt. They are in the hands of 
atlas to which they pay 514 million a 
yenr just te repay this debt. Therefore, 
they ace worrled about the poiitical 
i ‘eations of the film end also about 
ssibility that it might have a 
audience and they don't want to 
qsa rmoney. We can’t sell it to anyone 
else because Columbia still owns 
a could just drop if in a 
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that’s the worst thing that could happen 
to it.” 

Columbia Pictures spokesmen, on the 


somewhere and kill it off that way 


other hand, say they are not holding the 
film back because it’s controversial. The 
real reason they haven’t expedited the 
release, they say, is that BBS Produc- 
tions is suing the studio for ‘tat least 
$250,000" for “unpaid royalties on “Phe 
Last Picture Show” end “ive Wasy 
Pieces.” Whatever the reasons. “Hearts 
and Minds” has not yet been shown to 
the American people. 


This is the only film I have ever seen 


‘that sweeps away the gauze surrounding . 


Vietnam and tells the -truth. For 10 
years. the American public was bon- 
barded daily with body counts from the 
war as if the number of dead men and 
women on each side were scores in an 
-endiess ballgame. TY news programs 
holoraust of battle in living 
and dving color. Some Americans were 
occa asionally reassured by what they 
saw, others were horrified... almost 
was confused. 


Many said it 
was the greatest tragedy to nit America 
since the Civil War. This time our land 
was not burned, thotigh our soldiers 
were Kill ed, maimed aud imprisoned for 
reasons that are still not ‘clear in a 
far-off land about which most people 
knew nothing and couldn't care less. 
“Hearts and “\linds” » is a film about way 
the United States went to Vietnam, 1 what 
lid there and what doing it did to 
us. Peter Davis says: “It’s neither pro 
nor anti-American. It’s just an attempt 
to understand what we ohave done and 
wat we have become.” 

Thats why there ace no Bella Abzugs 
or Jane Fondas or Tom Haydens in il. 
Bayis was more interests 


we 


ed in showing 


the people who made the war and were 
actively involved in it rather than the 
people who opposed it. "My a sect was to 
find out why if happened.” he says, And 
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Cut to children with their limbs blown 
off, wounded mothers weeping for thelr 
dead’ infants; a homeless cone point- i 
ing to a pile ‘of rubble where his kitchen | 
used to be, while the Viet paces lan- 
guage is translated for Davis through + 
walkie-talkies. Cut.to an innocent t sol : 
dier, wiping away tears, saying: Sit was 
strictly business. We had a Job io do 
and we did it. We never heard any 
screams.” : 


Never-ending exploitation 


The exploitation never ends. First we 
become involved in the country because 
the Pentagon tells us to, then we bom 
everything, in sight, then we take pic- 
tures of it. Davis gets it all down for 
posiecity—the Saigon coifin maker who 
turns out $0 children’s-size coffins per 
week for the babies who die from 
American bombs, the Army deserters 
who ran away after eyewltnessing pris- 
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es the Paris peace talks io pregare - 
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‘And there is the other side of the 
m: the tragedy of our own hoys, 
vildered and hali-dead, trying to jus- 
tity their part in the slaughter, and ihe 
farnilies of dead soldiers, trying to jus- 
tify their kids’ own funerals. Davis 
fray eled with a camera crew for two 
years, interviewing nok only the men 
who were there Dut the leaders and 
nolt ‘arndiers who formulated the stra- 
tegies and decisions in Wasringion. 
There is one heartbreaking interview 
vita. Daniel Ellsberg, the former De- 
ase Department and Rand vorpor ation 
ide, ihat ‘tells more about Vietnam than 
y of Richard Nixon’s incoherent pep 
x5. There is anothe at with 
General Westmoreland in w an - 
plams that “Life is Sled thin 
» to those people. 
nigsophy of the Orient. You have t 
raulize that aa individual life there is 
3 important as an individual lif 
America.” There is one horrity! 
in a Visinemese brothel in “hich bo 
Us proudly display the wotinds they 
ave Int licted on Vie inames2 women, 
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